
YouthServe AmeriCorps


Reading List 2009-2010
The following is a list of recommended reading based on the experiences of past Corps members.  The opinions expressed in these books do not represent the opinions of YouthServe AmeriCorps.

Titles in bold have been read and recommended by past Corps members.

Civic Engagement: Suggested Alternatives to Books: News Radio, civic-themed lectures, movies, reading the newspaper, certain magazines, going to Town Meeting or a City Council meeting, reading online news, audio books, taped lectures, and "social commentary" field trips (e.g. The Peace Pagoda, Seeds of Solidarity, Traprock Peace Center, Historic Deerfield, Pocumtuc History Museum, etc.)


CIVIC ENGAGEMENT


Activism, Community Building, Leadership

101 Things You Can Do For Our Children’s Future 

by Richard Louv

Audacity of Hope by Barak Obama
The Backyard Revolution: Understanding the New Citizen Movement

by Harry C Boyle

Better Together: Restoring the American Community

By Robert Putnam and Lewis M.  Feldstein

Blood Struggle: The Rise of Modern Indian Nations by Charles Wilkinson 

Bowling Alone: the Collapse and Revival of American Community

by Robert Putnam

Celebration, U.S.A.: Living in Disney's Brave New Town  

by Douglas Frantz, Catherine Collins
Civic Innovation in America

By Carmen Sirianni and Lewis Friedland

The Community Activists Handbook

By John Huenfield

Diversity and Citizenship

By Susan Dunn and Gary Jeffrey Jacobsohn

Dreams From My Father by Barak Obama

Ethics for the New Millenium

by Dalai Lama

The Lifelong Activist: How to Change the World without Losing your Way by Hilary Rettig
Living for Change

by Grace Lee Boggs

Mountains Beyond Mountains: The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer

by Tracey Kidder

Our Endangered Values: America’s Moral Crisis by Jimmy Carter
The Quickening of America: Rebuilding Our Nation, Remaking Our Lives

By Francis Moore Lappe and Paul Martin Du Bois

Soul of a Citizen: Living with Conviction in Cynical Time

By Paul R. Loeb
Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson
Give Me Liberty by Naomi Wolf

50 Ways to Love Your Country, from MoveOn.org

(Auto)Biography
The Autobiography of Malcolm X

by Malcolm X, Alex Haley, Ossie Davis

The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., Clayborne Carson 

(this is just one of the many books you could read about MLKJ)

Living History 

by Hilary Clinton

A Long Walk to Freedom: The Autobiography of Nelson Mandela

by Nelson Mandela, Little Brown and Co.


U.S. History

Lies My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your American History Textbook Got Wrong
by James W. Loewen

Peoples History of the U.S.

by Howard Zinn

We Were Not the Savages: A Mi'kMaq Perspective on the Collision between European and Native American Civilizations by Dr. Daniel Paul

A Short History of Nearly Everything by Bill Bryson

Cultural Analysis

Culture Jam: How to Reverse America's Suicidal Consumer Binge--And Why We Must  

by Kalle Lasn
Drug Crazy: How We Got into This Mess and How We Can Get Out

by Mike Gray
Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side of the All-American Meal  

by Eric Schlosser
For the Common Good: Redirecting the Economy toward Community, the Environment, and a Sustainable Future
by Herman E. Daly
The Global Soul: Jet Lag, Shopping Malls, and the Search for Home 

by Pico Iyer
Long Emergency: Surviving the End of the Oil, Climate Change, and Other Converging Catastrophes of the Twenty-First Century
By James Howard Kunstler

Reefer Madness:  Sex, drugs and Cheap Labor in the American Black Market

By Eric Schlosser

The Sufficient Community: Putting People First

by Chris Wright 

The Way We Never Were: American Families and the Nostalgia Trap

by Stephanie Coontz

Tom and Huck Don’t Live Here Anymore: Childhood and Murder in the Heart of America

By Ron Powers


Homelessness

Address Unknown

by Kressmann Taylor

Grand Central Winter

by Lee Stringer

Homeless Mothers: Face to Face with Women and Poverty  

by Deborah R. Connolly
No Place Else to Go: Homeless Mothers and Their Children Living in Urban Shelters 
by Sharon R. Liff
Out of Sight, Out of Mind: Homeless Children and Families in Small Town America

by Yvonne M. Vissing
Rachel and Her Children: Homeless Families in America

By Jonathan Kozol

Safe Haven: The Story of a Shelter for Homeless Women
by Rae Bridgman
Shelter: One Man’s Journey From Homelessness to Hope

by Bobby Burns

Songs From the Alley

by Kathleen Hersch


Class

Amazing Grace

By Jonathon Kozel

Cold New World: Growing Up in Harder Country

by William Finney

Facing Education: Portraits of Holyoke School Children

By Gloria Caballer-Arce and Myrna Marguiles Breitbart

Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America 

by Barbara Ehrenreich
Savage Inequalities: Children in America’s Schools

By Jonathon Kozel

We the Poor People: Work, Poverty, and Welfare

by Joel Handler

Working Class Poor

By David Shipler


Race

Overcoming Unintentional Racism in Counseling and Therapy: A Practitioner’s Guide to Intentional Intervention

by Charles Ridley

Shame of the Nation: the Restoration of Apartheid Schooling in America

By Jonathon Kozel

Unpacking the White Privilege Knapsack

By Peggy McIntosh

Uprooting Racism: How White People Can Work for Radical Justice

by Paul Kivel

Why Are All of the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria?

By Beverly Daniel Tatum

Yet a Stranger: Why Black Americans Still Don't Feel at Home
by Deborah Mathis 

WORKPLACE

Working With Difficult People

by Muriel Soloman

How We Can Change the Way We Work: Seven Languages for Transformation

By Robert Kegan and Lisa Laskow Lahey


YOUTH WORK

General

Making Sense of Your Teenager: Understanding Your Teenagers Changing Body, Mind, and Spirit

by Lawerence Kutner

The Nurture Assumption: Why Children Turn Out the Way They Do

by Judith Rich Harris
Stopping at Every Lemonade Stand: How to Create a Culture That Cares for Kids
by James R. Vollbracht
Nurturing An Endangered Generation: Empowering Youth with Critical Social, Emotional, & Cognitive Skills 
by Rosemary Thompson
The Romance of Risk: Why Teenagers do The Things They Do

by Lynn Panton

Youth Leadership in Action: A Guide to Cooperative Games and Group Activities
by Project Adventure
But I Love Him: Protecting Your Teen Daughter from Controlling, Abusive Dating Relationships by Jill Murray
Stand by Me: The Risks and Rewards of Mentoring Today's Youth (The Family and Public Policy) by Jean E. Rhodes 


Communication

How To Talk So Kids Will Listen and Listen So Kids Will Talk 

by Adele Faber, Elaine Mazish

How to Talk to Teens About Really Important Things: Specific Questions and Answers and Useful Things to Say  

by Charles E. Schaefer, Theresa Foy DiGeronimo

Gender

Girls Speak Out: Finding Your True Self
by Andrea Johnston, Gloria Steinem
Odd Girl Out: The Hidden Culture of Aggression in Girls
by Rachel Simmons

Raising Cain: Protecting the Emotional Life of Boys

by Daniel J. Kindlon
Real Boys: Rescuing Our Sons from the Myths of Boyhood

by William Pollack
Lost Boys: Why Our Sons Turn Violent and How We Can Save Them 

by James Gabarino
One of the Guys: Girls, Gangs, and Gender

by Jody Miller
Reviving Ophelia: Saving the Selves of Adolescent Girls

by Mary Phipher

Schoolgirls: Young Women, Self-Esteem, and the Confidence Gap

by Peggy Orenstein
Surviving Ophelia: Mothers Share Their Wisdom in Navigating the Tumultuous Teenage Years 

by Cheryl Dellasega
The Wonder of Girls: Understanding the Hidden Nature of Our Daughters

by Michael Gurian


Adolescent Development
Clinical Work With Adolescents
by Judith Marks Mishne
Developmental Disabilities: Introduction to a Diverse Field  

by Anthony M. Graziano
The Lanahan Cases in Developmental Psychopathology  

by Kayla F. Bernheim, Leslie Rescorla, Lorraine Rocissano
Teen Sexuality 

by Don Nardo

Too Scared to Cry: Psychic Trauma in Childhood

by Lenore Terr

Young Poor and Pregnant: The Psychology of Teenage Motherhood

by Judith Musick

Primal Teen:  What the New Discoveries About the Teenage Brain Tell Us About Our Kids

By Barbara Strauch


Case Studies/Memoirs

A Child Called “It”: One Child’s Courage to Survive

by Dave Pelzer

Augusta, Gone: A True Story  

by Martha Tod Dudman
The Lost Boy: A Foster Child's Search for the Love of a Family 

by Dave Pelzer
Monster: The Autobiography of an L.A. Gang Member 

by Sanyika Shakur
There Are No Children Here: The Story of Two Boys Growing Up in the Other America
by Alex Kotlowitz

Youth and the Legal/Foster Care System

Lost Children of Wilder: The Epic Struggle to Change Foster Care

by Nina Bernstein

The Heart Knows Something Different: Teenage Voices from the Foster Care System 

by Al Desetta
No Matter How Loud I Shout: A Year in the Life of Juvenile Court

by Edward Humes

Teen Rights: A Legal Guide For Teens and the Adults In Their Lives 

by Traci Truly

Youth and Education

Among School Children 

by Tracy Kidder

And the Cheat Goes On: An Expose on How Students Are Cheating in School
by Howard, Jr. Baker
Boosting the Adolescent Underachiever: How Parents Can Change a "C" Student into an "A" Student
by Victor Cogen
Boys and Girls Learn Differently!: A Guide for Teachers and Parents

Michael Gurian

The First R:  How Children Learn Race and Racism

By Debra Van Ausdale and Joe R. Feagin

Games for Learning: Ten Minutes a Day to Help Your Child Do Well in School/from Kindergarten to Third Grade
by Peggy Kaye

Just Teach Me, Mrs. K.: Talking, Reading, and Writing with Resistant Adolescent Learners
by Mary Mercer Krogness
Maintaining Sanity In The Classroom: Classroom Management Techniques
by Rudolf Dreikurs, Bernice Bronia Grunwald, Floy C. Pepper
The Pedagogy of the Oppressed

by Paulo Freire, Donaldo P. Macedo
Reading, Writing, and Rising Up: Teaching About Social Justice and the Power of the Written Word
by Linda Christensen
Schools That Do Too Much: Wasting Time and Money in Schools and What We Can All Do About It
by Etta Kralovec
The Skin that We Speak:  Thoughts on Language and Culture in the Classroom

By Lisa Dlpit

Teaching as a Subversive Activity

by Neil Postman

We Can’t Teach What We Don’t Know:  White Teachers, Multiracial Schools

By Gary Howard


MOVIES 

American History X

Bowling for Columbine

Control Room (2004)

Dark Days

Fahrenheit 911

Good Night and Good Luck

The Lost Boys of Sudan

Malcolm X

Fast Food Nation

Streetwise

This is What Democracy Looks Like

Uncovered, The War on Iraq

You Can’t be Neutral on a Moving Train

Boys Don’t Cry

Nixon

Why We Fight 
The Cascadia Free State story 
Hacking Democracy 
